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Crete is a popular destination for
congress tourism due to its Mediter-
ranean climate and accessibility, but
also to the convention, congress and
conference facilities provided by a
large number of hotel units. There are
many people who come to Crete to
work in the summer;, mainly in tour-
ism, combining work with an enjoya-
ble stay on the island.



Congress Tourism

Every year, Crete hosts hundreds
of high standard conferences and
seminars with participants from
Greece and from all over the
world. Congresses and conferenc-
es are usually held in luxury hotels
orin large congress centers with all
the infrastructure —assistance, ser-
vices, equipment- that is required
to ensure the best results.

Jarticipants can enjoy their stay
and take advantage of all the
possibilities Crete has to offer for
relaxation and entertainment. The
high quality standards of those
hotels provide many services and
great hospitality. Customers can
relax in swimming poals, gyms,
thalasso therapy centers (spa)
and of course enjoy the best food
and drink in the hotel restaurants
and bars.

Most venues are equipped with
modem audiovisual techniques
and provide excellent access to
the net. The conference staff is
are perfectly trained and includes
interpreters, technicians and
secretariat support who provide
their services to ensure the best
outcome.






An ldeal location

Crete is located at the south-east
em point of the EU and is stra
tegically placed at the crossroads
of three continents, Europe, Asia
and Africa, all three at a short —and
equal- distance from the island.

This geographical condition is
ideal for organizing and hosting
congresses and intemational trade
fairs since participants can easily
reach the island from any comer
of the world.

Due to its privileged location at
the heart of the Mediterranean,
Crete, relying on its merchant
marine vessels, is quickly becoming
the ideal focal point for all com-
mercial activities in intemational
goods, and this in tum leads to an
increase in employment.
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Safety

Due to its very low percentage
of criminality, the overall feeling of
safety on Crete is another reason
for the development of congress
tourism on the island. Cretan
hospitality and the native goodwill
to help foreign visitors is another
asset.

I'he feeling of safety is further
enhanced by the large number

of well-equipped, efficiently run
health stations operating all over
Crete 24//. There are hospitals in
the main towns, the largest ones
located in Heraklion, and private
clinics who lend their services to all
the surrounding islands in southem
Greece. Additionally, there are
health centers in the main villages
and rural dispensaries who attend
to basic health issues.
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Accommodation
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Workshops and seminars
The state-of-the-art perfectly
equipped premises in Crete that
are suitable for every type of
congress or pedagogical activity
are set against a rich historical and
cultural background.
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Academic institutions and research
centers often organize educational
lectures, seminars, special peda-
gogical programs, workshops and
summer schools for participants
that come from every comer of
the world.
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Trade Fairs
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Crete hosts a range of trade fairs
from expos for local produce

in various towns and villages to
large international exhibitions

in spacious venues such as the
Intemational Exhibition Center
of Crete. The high organization
standards ensure the promotion
of commercial customers.

Ihe various entities of the island,
such as the municipalities and the
Region of Crete, play an important
role by funding and promoting
exhibitions with a view to enhance
the competitiveness of local
businesses.

Business meetings

Special meetings, such as inter:
views and business discussions,
can be successfully organized in
the venues in Crete which are
equipped with all the required
infrastructure for this purpose.
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Local trade associations, the
bodies of the island and the
local Chambers of Commerce
facilitate the conclusion of new
trade agreements via guided
tours of the island, meetings with
local businessmen and a general
positive climate.
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Volunteering in Crete

Many young people from around
the world come to Crete to work
in one of the many organizations
for the protection of nature. The
organizations provide free accom-
modation and work in a pleasant
environment and the volunteers
have the opportunity to make
new friends while discovering the
beauties of Crete.
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‘Well-known intemational
environmental organizations, such
as the WWF, have permanent
working units on the island for
the protection of wetlands, birds
forests and other ecological issue
In the summer, dozens of young
people offer their services to
organizations such as Archelon,
to save loggerhead turtles on the
beaches of Rethymnon, Chania
and Messara. After a short training

way to the sea.









