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Crete, with rts natural beauty, its shal-
low waters and sandy coves, its ac-
cessible beaches, its theme parks, its
cutture and history, offers endless pos-
sibilities and is a perfect place for an
unforgettable family holiday. Modem
accommodation facilities guarantee
safety and comfort to visitors wishing
to spend a carefree family holiday.



Good climate
The cimate in Crete is one of the
best in Europe. The island's good
weather throughout the year
makes it an ideal destination for
children and their families

Crete falls into two climate zones:

the Mediterranean one to the

north and the North-African one
to the south. The temperature of
th doesn't go below |5 de-

grees Celsius in winter, especially
on the south coast.

Winter is moderate, spring and
autumn mild and pleasant and
the fresh north winds alleviate the
summer heat.

Means of transport
Millions of visitors come to Crete

every year from all over the world.

The three intemational airports

d, in Heraklion, Chania

of other intemational airports.

The largest low cost companies
regular flights to Crete
the most important intermational
airfines ¢ ize chart
Creteis
to familie
as a des

iation for their holic

orts also play an important role.
The three ports of Crete, Herak
lion, Rethymnon and Chania, have
dozens of luxury ferry boats linking
them with Greece's largest port,
Piraeus, on a daily basis. Other ship
routes include the Cyclades from
Heraklion; Rhodes, Karpathos,
Kasos, Kithira and Milos from the
ports of Sitia, Agios Nikolaos and
Kissamos. On the south coast
maritime routes link Gavdos to
Sfakia, Loutro, Agia Rourneli;
Paleochora and So







Safety

Another important asset Crete
has to offer families who want
eir holidays here is
the overall feeling of safety on
the island. Crete has a very low
percentage of ciminality and
rantees a peaceful holiday
its visitors.

Equally important is the fact that
there are no dangerous animals

o

in Crete. Bears, wolves, and other
large mammals, or poisonous
snakes that can be harmful to
human beings and exist in the rest
of Greece, are not to be found on
Crete and legend has it that Her-
cules, out of respect for Zeus who
was bom here, cleaned the island
of all 'harmful and poisonous’
animals. A later legend declares
that this is the work of the Apostle
Paul who, in the two years he
spent on Crete, stowed blessings
on the island and banished all
dangerous animals. This is true too
for the sea: swimming in Crete, as
everywhere in the Mediterranean,
is totally safe,
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Tip
There are no animals that can
harm human beings on Crete.
Therefore, sleeping outdoors is
perfectly safe.

for young children a
lifeguards keep constant watch.

ering special children
e hotels also have anima-
entertain the children with
zames and magic tricks while the
nts enjoy a dnink at the bar.
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Agritourism

fisitin

Crete have the

g their children
ntact with a traditional way
. There is a wide variety of
choice for agrotourism accom-
modation and camping sites in the
island's hinterland.

The ‘retum to nature’ that
agritourism accommodation has
to offeris a unique experience
in altermative tourism, regardless
of one's age. In most of those
locations children are offered
riding lessons and excursions on
horseback.
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N and their

parents ks on the
well-kept trails Ttourism
accommor s or they

can cycle on well-mapped routes.
can go visit t
other poss
farmin

na

Also, there are farms that children

can go to theatre plays, concerts
and to local parties where they
can watch Cretan dancing,

Some agritourism facilities offer
ons to which children
are welcome. Children can also
leam about wine, watch dc
mentaries on how it is produced,
listen to legends and myths related

to wine,







Beaches

The sea is a main attraction for
children who can play, run and

roll about in the sand to their
heart's content. They make friends
and feel the healthy power of
nature. Crete has a wide vanety
of beaches that are safe and ideal
for families with children: well-kept,
well-equipped, peaceful, sandy
beaches with lifeguards next to
tourist facilities.

T'o the south of Chania, our small
friends can have the time of their
lives on the shallow sandy beaches
of Frangokastello, Paleochora,
Elafonissi and Falassama, On the
north side, well out of the north
wind, there is a choice of beautiful
beaches: Marathi, Chrisi Akti and
Kalivaki in Georgioupolis.
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In the prefecture of Rethymnon
children can bathe and play in the
wonderful beaches of Plakias and
Damnoni on the south coast. The

and Panormo on the north coast
are also ideal.
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Sea tours




Hiking
Accompanie
can discon

d by adults, child
some of the most

be i s on Crete and en
joy walking in natural surroundin
Many children of Cr
take walks with thei

rents Ln

places that are of easily accessible
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Instance of this is the famous
the Astrakiano gorge and its
twin branch, the Kounaviano
gorge, near Heraklion. In pleasant
indings with pools
ng places, (III|L

LI e magic of nature. ()"m ideal
gorges fr.J. family outings
ving: the: Im
Sfakia, the {’mm It
Kydoni one gorg
Sirtkaniano,

follc

liotissa in Houdetsi, the
Richtis and Kato Zakros gorges.

It is worth noting tha
gy clubs and (JTh{ I priva Te and
qualified organizations run schools
where children can leam the tech
nical aspects of mountaineering
and gorge 1t “H\’n‘ g, as well as the
‘I.u)'r\ mflpw 5 |)l‘ll‘fJfJ53\
a great favourite [f)r children who
find caves ver v exciting.
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Environment and ecology
Environment and ecology are seni
ously taken into account in Crete
and every year a number of clubs,
associations and other entities
organize educational activities for
small children and their families.
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In Rethymnon, Chania and
Messara various programmes
awaken public awareness on the
protection of sea turtles who lay
their eggs on the sandy beaches
during the summer months. Asso-
ciations for the protection of the
environment, such as the Archelon
sea turtle protection association
take children 1o see turtle nests
and newly-hatched eggs and often
let them be present to witness
how turtles, who had previously
been ill orinjured, retum to their
natural habitat.

On the other hand, other entities
such as the Museum of Natural
History often organize educational
activities linked to the island's
wetlands. Cleaning beaches is yet
another activity that these organ-
izations take on, on a volunteer
basis. Children can also observe
birds who are set free, an exciting
moment. Those activities allow
children to come to direct contact
with nature.




City games
All Cretan towns have adequate

parks where children can play,get
to know each other, and run up
and down in safety while their
parents have a coffee under the
trees.

The largest park where children

can play in Heraklion is the Georgi-

adis Park. With its playground, g gl ¥
the park provides lots of fun for !
the small ones; there are many

benches and a small picturesque

café in the park. In recent years

new playgrounds for children 1 2
have been constructed along the et

coastal avenue of Heraklion right ‘_J:a
by the seashore. There are cafés, e
playgrounds, as well as special :

tracks for bicycles, skateboards and
action bikes.
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In Chania familie
green surmoun

quiet at the Mur

s can enjoy lovely
35 in peace and
ipal Garden

where there is a summer open-air

cinema and a cosy café. The gar-
den was in 1870 and stil
des g njoyment to the
little ones who can play, feed the
ducks and watch the animals.
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The Mikrasiaton square in
*ethymnon is where children
gather to roller-skate, play football
or simply to cycle. The square has
no shade and it is advisable during
the midday hours to go and relax
in the lush green municipal garden
e children can safely play and
observe the animals in the pari
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History and Culture
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In Chania the exhibits at the Nauti-
cal Museum show the seafaring
history of Greece, The ship Minoa,
which is kept in an annex building
in the so-called Sand Gate, is one
of the museum's great attractions.
It is a faithful copy of a Minoan
ship built according to information
obtained from Minoan vases and
inscriptions. This ship followed

the Olympic Flame on its trip to
Piraeus during the 2004 Clympic
Garmes.
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From Elounda, families can take

a small boat to the fortress island
of Spinalonga where a guide can
explain the history of the islet,
once as a fortress and later as a
leper colony. The boat trip often
includes a swim in one of the
beautiful beaches close by and fun
activities are organized on board.
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s, the
forkshop Labyrinth in

Houdetsi, the Cretan House ir

tis in Chersonissc

olithos near Tilissos.

Organize spec ial
nimer such as
d moonlight
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ble dm ker open buses, | L\y nths
and places where ancient Minoans
welcome children; there one can
sample Minoan food and watch a
show that brings Minoan customs
back to life; there are studios

one can have photos taken
in ancient Greek costumes in an
authentic Greek landscape.
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