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Crete is a heaven for nature lovers
and those combining adventure and
fun on their vacation. The island offers
a vanety of activities and opportuntties
for explonng nature and promises a
unique and unforgettable experience
for those who decide to explore it.
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Hiking, canyoning, climbing, scuba
diving, horse niding, caving, trekking,
skiing, mountain climbing, parasail
ing, windsurfing, and kite surf are
some of the activities that Crete
offers. All those are combined
with a great variety of lodging
options, from small family hotels or
agritourism cottages to luxunious
all inclusive hotels.
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Congquering Deep Blue

The options for exploring the
coasts of the island are endless.
I'here are daily boat services to
many of the most famous remote
beaches, such as Balos, Preveli and
Agla Roumeli. Visitors can also
take trips to the islands of Chrissi,
Gavdos, Dia and Koufonisi.

Those looking for more options
or seclusion could rent a motor
or sailing vessel from the marinas
of Agios Nikolaos, Heraklion,
Rethyrmnon and Chania and at
almost all smaller harbors of the
island. Indeed, there are many
people combining vacation in
Crete with a trip to the magical
island of Santorini.

In recent years, the number of
visitors who prefer to explore the
rugged coastline and the beautiful
beaches with canoe kayak has
increased. Several companies rent
equipment or provide lessons for
kayaking.

Moreover, at most organized
beaches, many companies offer
various water sport options such
as water skiing, pedaling, aq
ua-board, jet skiing and parasailing.
Lastly, all well-organized beaches
host beach volley and beach
soccer courts.
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Apart from canyoning, several
clubs and certified instructors deal
with climbing, Every weekend
numerous athletes combine an
excursion in the nature with their
favorite sport. Some well-known
climbing sites are Agiofarago,
Voulismeno Aloni, Thensso,
Kalathas Stavros, Plakias, Malia,
Kna Vriss, Latzimas, Kofinas, Agios
Nikolaos and more
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Tip
Aradena gorge hosts the second
highest bridge in Europe (138m
high), which is used for bungee
jumping!
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Adrenaline at ...heights

I'he island of lcarus and Daedalus
is home to several companies and
clubs that organize contests or
offer lessons and equipment for
air sports,
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Crete is full of steep slopes, ideal
for mountain sports associated
with the wind, such as paragliding
or paramotor. The area of Avdou
by Hersonissos is one of the most
popular paragliding spots.
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Ski mountaineering, an exciting
winter sport that combines

trekking on snow-covered surfaces
with skiing, attracts an increasing
number of fans. Many Cretans
climb up the whitewashed moun-
tains and descend slopes on skis or
snowboard.

Snow-kiting is a relatively new win-
ter sport, which has spread rapidly
around the world. The sport is
similar to water-based kiteboard-
ing, yet with the footwear used
snowboarding or sking, Crete is an

32

lestination and champions
he sport were excited to do
kiteboarding around the white
peaks with the blue sea in the
background.
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Wetlands of Crete are shelters
fora large number of plants and
animal species. They are crucial
forthe conservation of biodiver-
sity on the . During fall and
specially in g, visitors can
observe migratory birds in the
numerous watch towers placed
at most wetlands, Watchtowers
have also been installed in moun
tainous areas with a large array of
predator spe:
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Agritourism units and specialized
urist agencies offer seminars for

acquairting
rural occupations, such as the culti
vation of olive or vine, production
of honey and more.

visitors with traditional
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Off-road exploration

The ru
a paradise for
exploration. Drivir
on the edge of s th
bre A VIews, is a unique
experience.

The island is home to an increasin

Cycling, either off-road or on
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Sport Tourism
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