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The strategic position of Crete at the
crossroads of the ancient Mediterra-
nean civilizations was the main reason
forthe constant claim of the island

by vanous occupiers. Traces of each
occupier are scattered everywhere on
the island and are deeply engraved in
the customs of the Cretans.



Minoan, the first European
Civilization
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Built in large yards, such as the
shipyard of Saint Theodori at
Wathianos Kambos, ships were
loaded with timber, honey, wine,
pottery and olive cil from the
ports of Dia, Katsambas, Komos,
Zakros, Psira, Machlos, Niros,
Petras, sailing towards all dir
of the Mediterranean as
Scandin

Wormnen were equal to men and
took part in all religious ceremo-
nies, in sports, hunting, theater,
dance, etc. Masterpieces of build
ing architecture, painting, sculpture
and goldsmithing continue to in-
spire even modem civilization. Lin
ear A and Liner B Scripts remind
of the Egyptian hieroglyphics, but
they were original Greek scripts.
Even today, the Disc of Phaestus is
one of the most famous mystenes
of archeology and deciphering of
its symbaols remains a nddle.

The worship of deties such as the
Mother Goddess of fertility, the
Mistress of the Animals, protector
of cities, the household, the
harvest, and the underworld dom-
inated the religious tradition of the
Minoans, who used many caves
and mountain peaks as places of
worship. Pilgrims from all over

the island ascended to the peak
sanctuaries of Youchtas and the
cave of Hosto Nero to offer their
votives, such as Minoan inscrip-
tions or clay idols. Peak sanctuaries
were also hosted atop summits
Wrysinas, Petsofas, Traostalos,
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Zhou, Karfi, etc. The Diktaean,
|daean and Kamares Caves also
played a prominent role in the

worship of gods.

Tip
The Minoan civilization was the
first to use underground clay pipes
for sanitation and water supply.




The Dark Age

I'he imposing Mincan palaces and
the rest of the constructions were
developed between 2000 BC
and 1400 BC. Around 1700 BC,
the Minoan cities were levelled

by an unverified factor, probably
the eruption of Santorini volcano.
The palaces were rebuilt, but the
destruction of the large Minoan
centers by the Mycenaeans
around 1400 BC was the starting
point for the decline.

The Minoan superpower was
imeparably shaken, could not
recover and eventually faded in
the following centuries, allowing
the Achaeans and the Dorians to
conquer the island.






When the Roman Quintus
Caecilius Metellus undertook the
conquest of Crete in 69 AD, the
capital of the island was moved to
Gortys, which later became the
capital of the senatorial province
of Crete and Cyrenaica. The city
still impresses with the remains
of the baths, theaters, stadium,
hippadrome, citadel and temples.
It was served by the ports of Ma-
tala, Lassea and Levena (current
Lendas).

Apart from Gortys, many other
cities flourished, with the most
impressive archaeological sites
being today Elefthema, Polyrhe-
nia, Lyttos, Elyros, Aptera, Lappa,
Olous, Lato and Priansus.

After the establishment of Cretan
colonies in Sicily, Marseille and
Cyrene in the 7th century BC,
trade flourished again and many
ports surpassed in power the cities
they served. Some ports evolved
into major cities such as Falassama,
Lissos, Cheronissos, Lato Kamara
and Inatus.

Tip

One of the most mysterious
archaeological finds of Crete is
located near the ancient town of
Elyros.This is a carved cone-shaped
pyramid, which was probably used

as a grave.
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During the Roman era, a large
number of tombs were carved
into the soft imestone that
abounds in Crete. The most fa
mous cemetery with carved caves
of this period is Matala, where
hippies lived in the 70s. Impressive
carved tombs are also found
at ancient Kydonia (Chania), at
Trialonia, at Siderospilia by Prinias
and at the lush ravine of Pente
’arthenes (ancient Lappa).

In particular, the area of Agios
Thomas, with the tremendous
carved tombs of Gra Mandra,
was an important center for the
worship of chthonic deities.

Tip

The largest cemetery of the
Bronze Age (4500 BC-3500 BC)

in Greece has been excavated at
Agia Fotia by Sitia and is home to
302 graves.







The advent of Christianity
During his jouney to Rome, Paul
the Apostle stopped in Crete and
preached Christianity, lighting the
flame of a centuries-old ascetic
tradition, signs of which we meet
even today in hermitages and mo-
nastic establishments of Asterousia
range.

Areas that, according to tradition,
were visited by Saint Paul and
Saint John Xenos, tumed to live as
cetic communities. Among them,
Asterousia and Akrotin Cape at
Chania still retain their monastic
character.

The island became an important
Christian center, as reflected in the
hundreds of religious monuments,
which are scattered everywhere,
The old temples of Twelve Olym-
pians tumed into imposing basilicas
and cavernous sanctuaries were
transformed into churches.

Remains of earty Christian basilicas,
which are still awe-inspiring due to
their size, are scattered throughout
the island. Apart from the colossal
basilica of Saint Titus by Gortys,
traces of similar religious monu-
ments are located at Hersonissos,
Fragokastelo, Elounda, Almynda,
Panormo, Goulediana, Sougia and
Eleftherna.

Tip

The small cave where Saint Paul
lived for two years, according to
tradition, is located at Kali Limenes
and is open to visitors.



Heading to theVenetian Era

Venetian walls of Candia was the
largest medieval fortification pro-
ject in the Eastern Mediterranean.




The Ottoman Era

Inthe | 7th century, after the Ot
tomans stabilized the possession
of Constantinople, they targeted
new conquests. Crete soon came
to the center of their expansionist
policies, because of its strategic
position in the Mediterranean.
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After fierce battles, the Ottomans
managed to occupy the cities of
Chania in 1645 and Rethymnon
in 1646, However, the last strong
hold, the Grand Castle of Candia,
remained under the Venetian rule
until 1669, when it fell after 21
years of siege. The Fall of Candia
was the beginning of a sormrowful
period for the Chnistians of Crete.

e )

The occupation of Crete by the
Ottomans soon led locals to nu-
merous revolutions. Espedially, the
liberation of “Mother Greece”" in
1821 rekindled the hopes of Cre-
tans for freedom. After the Great
Cretan Revolution of 1866-69,in
which the holocausts of Arkadi

took place, liberation seemed
closer than ever. However, it took
another few hard years before the
autonomy of Crete and the Union
with Greece came true in 1898
and in 1913 respectively.

Tip

The 2l-year long siege of Candia
by the Ottomans (1648-1669) is the
longest siege in the world history.
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Modern history

On December |st, 913, Crete
officially united with Greece,
fuffiling the century-long dream of
Cretans. The political personality
of Eleftherios Venizelos from Cha
nia, who was later to become the
Prime Minister of Greece, came to
the fore.

However, the struggles of Cretans
did not end then, since the
Cretans had to fight in the Battle
of Crete in 1941, which was one
of the most important one of
World War ll, due to the strategic
location of the island in the Medi
termranean.,
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Once again, Crete was rebom
from its ashes. Today, there are
memonals and monuments scat
tered all over the island reminding
the homror and devastation of war
and the great value of peaceful
coexistence between nations.

In all places of Crete, the visitor
can still see the remains of Ger-
man military infrastructure. Haunt:
ed pilboxes are still hanging on
the steep capes of Lithino, Spatha,
Aforesmenos, Drapanos, Plakias
and at many other places. Visitors
can visit the Allied War Cemetery
at Souda bay and the German
War Cemetery at Maleme, at the
site of the Battle of Crete.

Tip

The Battle of Crete was the first
mainly airborne invasion in military
history

25



T

-

Museums and Collections




The war collections and archives

intend to commemaorate the
resistance and struggle of the Cre
tans against the various occupiers
of Crete. The most important of
these are the War Museum of
Rethymnon at Chromaonastin, the
Historical Museum of Vorizia, the
Museums of National Resistance
at Therisso and Heraklion, the
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Historical Museum of Keramia, the
Museum of Skalidis at Pervolia, the
War Museumn at Askyfou and the
Military Collection of Argyrakis at
Episkopi. Additionally, the German
Tunnels at Platanias and Makasi
Gate at Heraklion Walls are
important historical sites.
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Most museums in Crete are
dedicated to the daily life of the
Cretans, mainly by exposing ob
jects from rural tradition. Very nice
collections are exhibited at the
folkore museums of Lychnostatis
in Hersonissos, Chania, Vori, Aro
lithos, Tylissos, Rethymnon, Agios
MNikolaos, Sitia, Vainia, Therisso,
Gavalohori, Piskopiano, Somatas,
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Ini, Asites, Handras, Kandanos,
Palekastro, Vrahassi, Gavdos,

Pefki, Hamezi, Mohos, Spili etc.
Traditional watermills in Zakros
and Chromonastiri are open to
visitors. Similarty, venues related to
the olive tree include the Museum
of Olive in Vouves, the old oil miill

(fabrica) of Arhanes and Vatolakos.

Tip

The Naval Museum of Crete
manages the Museum of Ancient
and Traditional Shipbuilding, where
the visitors can see a replica of a
Minoan ship called Minoa. In the
Olympic Games of 2004 Minoa
accompanied the Olympic flame
to the port of Piraeus.

35












Large Venetian fortresses, castels,
still dominate the key positions on
the island. The most imposing is
the fortress of Koules in Heraklion
harbor. The Fortress Intzedin that
protected Souda Bay, Frango-
kastelo, Firkas at Chania harbor,
Kazarma at Sitia, Kales in lerapetra,
Fortezza at Rethymnon and the
famous fortified islets Spinalonga,
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Gramvousa and Souda are all

preserved in excellent condition.

Remnants of other forts are
dispersed all over the island,
reminding of their old mission.
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called koules, :
alme
that oversees s
especially in arez
revolutionary action, such as Sfakia
and Milopotamos.
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