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Since the early Chnistian years, Crete
became a cradle of Orthodox Christi-
anity. This is reflected on the hundreds
of religious monuments on the island.
Even the struggles for liberation, in
most cases, started from the monastic
communities.






Early Years

According to tradition, Paul the
Apostle lived for two years in a
small cave at Kali Limenes, which
is open to visitors.







Land of Saints

’aul the Apostle left a great legacy
for the future preachers of the
Christian faith. His replacement,
Saint Titus, soon became widely
known for his prominent person

y his skull is store
imposing church of Saint Titus in
Heraklion.

Another important religious figure,
who is considered the founder of
asceticism on the island, was Saint
John the Hermit. John amived in
Crete with 98 other hermits from
Egypt and lived in caves, at the

site where Azogyres Monastery is
located today. Later, he lived alone
in caves of Marathokefala and
Akrotini Cape, where a rich ascetic
tradition was developed.

Another bishop of Crete, Saint
Myron from Rafkos, is celebrated
with a splendor in the village Agios
Mironas. Holy water gushes in the
cave where he lived. Last, during
the empire of Decius, ten Chris
tians were beheaded for their f
in Christ. Today, the vilage Agii
Deka ("Ten Saints” in Greek) is
built on the site where the martyrs
lost their lives.

Tip

Pope AlexanderV (1409-1410), given
name Peter Philagris, came from
Crete.









Monastenies were the only places
where Christians could find shelter
and organize their military opera
tions. cious of the supportive
action of monks, the Cttomans
destroyed several monasteres
that functioned as revolutionary
centers.

Even today, visitors admire the
story of the Holocaust of Arkadi
Monastery in 1866. Then, the be
sieged Christians decided to blow
der kegs in order not
er to the Ottomans. All
the monasteries of that time have
similar stories to narate.







The monasteries
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Lassithi

The most famous monastery

in Lassithi is Toplou by Itancs,

3 rinds of an impregna
ble fortress. Other monastenes
that are n 1o visitors are the
rnonasteries Kapsas by Gou

W 1T

douras, Faneromeni by Goumia,
Faneromeni by Skopi, Exakousti

hi Plateau, r liani and
. The area of Mi
hosted the largest number of

monasteries in Crete. Today

rabello
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Avreti by Foumi, Krem:
Koufi Petra by Neapc
Ge Selinars. leraj
to the modem monastenes Asion
Esti and Ayiasmenos.

Tip

Most monasteries in Crete are
open to visitors. There are certain
opening hours and visitors should
be decently dressed.

25



Ecclesiastical Parks

In Crete there are more than 800
churches adomed with won.
derful frescoes, which depict the
evolution of ecclesiastical art from
the early Byzantine times to the
Cretan School of Painting during
the Venetian Bra. There are some
specific areas with an impressive
number of such temples.
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Apart from the great religious
center of Mirabello, the area of
Awvdou and Episkopi by

Heraklion boasts a large number

of monuments of outstanding
artistic and religious significance.

The region that can be character:

ized as the largest hagiographic
park site in Crete includes the
provinces Selino and Kissamos. It
hosts dozens of chapels bearing
frescoes, painted by prominent
artists of their time.

Magnificent samples of hagiogra-
phy and ecclesiastical architecture
are located in many other parts of
Crete. One of the most famous
monuments is Panagia Kera in Krit-
sa, while other important temples

Nicolas in Kyriakosellia,

in Meronas, Varsamonero,
Panagia Kera Eleousa in Kitharida
and more.
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Influence from the past
During the transition fron

before transforming to Christian

ternples.
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T'oday, temples have been built
f former Minoan peak

sanctuaries and serve Orthodox

Christianity. Most of them are

on the site of

dicated to the Holy Cross or
the Prophet Elijah. The churches
of Christ at the sacred intain
of the Minoans, Yot
Holy Cross on the higl V=
of Crete and at Kofinas, Saint
Panteleimon at the of ancient
Rizinia, All Saints at Vrsinas and

MOore are very Impressive.,

es
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Tip
During the feast of the Holy Cross
at the top of Kofinas revives a
dendrolatric custom.The fruits of
three trees, which locals call apples
of Kofinas are gathered, blessed

by the priest and shared to the
pilgrims that eat them.
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Feasts and Customs
Onth f













toms, such as
d on the day of
Baptist in late June.
the Trz
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the first

bless the

Jend ra LKL
try to find coins in the soil an

you drunk) barre
wine are first opened.

Tip

The Villages Asi Gonia and Karoti
at Rethymnon host the celebration
of Saint George. Sheep are milked
before the priest and milk is
shared to the congregation.
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Ecclesiastical Collecti
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